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Note from the
President

Jim Elliott

Dear Friends of Diveheart:

We are now in the midst of the best
season in the Midwest....dive season!
We are fortunate to have the Haigh
Quarry in Kankakee so accessible to us.
It's considered one of the best aquatic
environments in the Midwest and has
given hundreds of Diveheart divers
countless hours of adventure as they
explore the open water. Last weekend
was our first picnic of the summer and
the turnout was excellent.
Approximately 30 individuals  with
disabilities and wounded veterans dove
with the assistance of our wonderful
volunteers.  The picture below best
illustrates the complete joy that our
divers experienced.

Diveheart is honored this year to be one
of the beneficiaries of the annual Haigh
Quarry Memorial dive on July 25" in
loving memory of Jim Haigh. His wife,
Tina Haigh will again use the event as
an opportunity to help others....in this
case organizations that help veterans
with disabilities to scuba dive. Both
DMW (Diveheart Military Wounded) and
SUDS will benefit from this year's
memorial dive. The funds raised will go
a long way to help veterans with
disabilities  build  confidence and
independence as well as help with their

(continued on page 2)
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In Memory of a
Pioneer

“It's the best way that | can honor Peter.
| couldn’t make him better, couldn’t give
him more morphine to ease his pain,
couldn’t extend his life,” said Jamie
Schroder. “This is an excellent way to
honor what he did as an instructor and
with his career. He'd appreciate and
approve of this.” Jamie, who is a
resident of McMurray, Pennsylvania,
reached out to Diveheart earlier this
month, as her husband Peter was losing
his battle against cancer. Having

learned of Diveheart and its work, Jamie
decided that she would suggest it as the
beneficiary to individuals wishing to
make donations in Peter's memory.
Peter Schroder died on Wednesday,
July 14 2010.

Jamie said that she is drawn to
Diveheart because her husband was in
fact a pioneer of adaptive diving. In
1982, Peter was a scuba instructor at
the Norwalk YMCA, where a gentleman
named John who was a paraplegic, was
an avid swimmer. “His torso was very
strong. He came up to Peter and said, ‘I
want to learn how to scuba dive’
Rather than putting him off like many
would have done, Peter took it on. He
talked to John's neurologist, and
whoever else would have needed to be
involved to get him cleared. He took him
through two courses of dive training,”
she said. Peter then took a group
including John, on a life-changing dive
trip to Bonaire.

(continued on page 2)
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physical and psychological therapy as
they learn to cope with their disabilities
We thank Tina Haigh for her dedication
and generosity.

Speaking of generosity, we are so
grateful to Jamie Schroder for reaching
out to Diveheart. Jamie’s husband Peter
died earlier this month and she is
requesting donations be made in his
memory to benefit Diveheart.  The
scuba world has lost a real pioneer but
Jamie is seeking to ensure that there is
a legacy in her husband’s name that
continues to provide scuba opportunities
to individuals with disabilities. Please
see the feature cover story.

In mid-June | spent an exciting time at
the Rotary International Convention in
Montreal, Canada. The timing was
perfect as it coincided with the article
about Diveheart featured in the Rotary’s
publication. Because so many people
had seen the wonderful article, there
were hundreds of Rotarians from all
over the world who stopped to visit our
booth to learn more about Diveheart.
One of our goals is to ultimately become
an International Rotary project. In the
meantime, | have complete confidence
that as a result of our attendance at the
convention; we will be teaming up with
many Rotary Clubs around the world to
adaptive scuba diving programs.

Bob Hemedinger and Dave Zigman led two
back-to-back trips to the Florida Keys.

Kudos to board members Dave Zigman
and Bob Hemedinger who coordinated
and ran back-to-back trips to the Florida
Keys for Oak Lawn Special Recreation
and lllinois Center for Rehabilitation and
Education. The trips took place while |
was in Montreal. | can’t thank them
enough for all of their hard work. This
was only the second time I've been

unable to participate in a trip, and the
first time the team has been gone for
two consecutive weeks. Dave and Bob
were a solid team and provided a great
and safe adventure for all of our
participants.

As always, | thank-you for your
continued friendship and support.

Jim Elliott

Founder and president of Diveheart
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More than twenty-five years later, Jamie
said she still remembers John’s joy from
being part of this group of able-bodied
people scuba diving. “I remember his
face as he was helped back into the
boat and into the hands of people
waiting to help get his gear off,” she
said. “l remember the exuberance and
joy on his face. And his laughter. It was
incredible for me as a brand new diver.”
Jamie said that she had met Peter about
a month before he started working with
John. Peter’s responsiveness, kindness,
and humility with John she said,
absolutely had an impact on her. “l was
awed by him anyway,” she said. “This
was something very special that he was
doing but you’d never know about it from
speaking to him. He would never blow
his own horn.”

Jamie said that she treasured having
been part of the experience with John,
and to have witnessed the man who
would become her husband, make the
adventure  possible. “lt was all
incredible,” she said. She later learned
that John went on to develop a
foundation supporting other individuals
with disabilities.

When Jamie learned about Diveheart
through the Dive Alert Network, she told
Peter about its work. “I told him that |
had learned about the organization, and
how exciting it was that he was a
pioneer doing the same thing, so many
years ago,” she said.

Peter’s love of scuba evolved from being
a hobby, to a career. “Scuba diving
opened the world to Peter and then led

him to doing graduate research on coral
and sponges, which then led to his
career as an advisor to governments on
managing their oceans and coastal
resources,” said Jamie. “Starting as a
hobby, scuba diving became a
very important part of his life. | like to
think that all of us who took up scuba
diving with him and attended his classes
and went to Bonaire with him, continue
to think of Peter as having given them
the chance to learn something very
unique,” said Jamie.

Jamie decided that she wanted to create
a legacy to Peter by helping to provide
scuba diving opportunities for individuals
with disabilities and wounded veterans.
“Scuba diving opened up a different
world to me. It gave me something
wonderful to share with my husband. |
met him through learning how to scuba
dive and it remained a huge part of our
lives together. It's going to be entirely
different now that he’s gone. I've
become passionate about it through
him,” she said.

Jim Elliott, president and founder of
Diveheart was touched by Jamie's
generosity and thoughtfulness and
impressed with Peter's life. “He was
unknowingly, the ideal of what Diveheart
seeks to do. He was a pioneer in
adaptive diving, and created a priceless
opportunity for John,” said Jim. “As
compelling, is the fact that he is a role
model. We are increasingly
encouraging individuals with disabilities
to turn their passion for scuba diving into
related careers, much like Peter did. In
creating this legacy for Peter, Jamie is
also helping to ensure that individuals
with disabilities have opportunities that
Peter himself valued greatly. We are so
honored that Jamie has reached out to
during this difficult time, in order to pay
tribute to this great man.”_ Please click
here for further informaton on the Peter
Schroder memorial. N
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Spotlight on a
Volunteer: Jeff
Urbahn, the Future
of Diveheart

As his friends were preparing to
celebrate his birthday, he requested
donations to Diveheart in lieu of gifts. “I
love Diveheart and | don't need
presents,” he said.

Jeff Urbahn, who just turned 13, became
involved with Diveheart in partnership
with his dad Gary who is a frequent
volunteer. “Scuba diving is awesome.
And with Diveheart, | love seeing how
happy it makes people,” Jeff said. “And
it's such a confidence booster.”

Jeff is embarking on a major fundraising
effort, planning the first of what he
hopes will be an annual event. Calling it
Laps for Love, Jeff and his friends are
seeking monetary pledges for laps that
they will swim. “it's a good way to raise
money for Diveheart and also to spread
the word about Diveheart to potential
volunteers and participants,” Jeff said.

LaPs for Love will be held on September
26" at the Best Western Timber Creek
in Sandwich. Jeff is hoping to raise
about $300 through the event.

In addition to scuba diving, Jeff likes to
snowboard, paintball, play soccer and
basketball and hang out with his friends.
He is also a straight A student. Please
watch next month’s newsletter for further

information on Jeff's Laps for Love._(’

Newsletter editor: Wendy Foster
fozstock@comcast.net \‘

Di
of Dreams

Diveheart is building a Book of Dreams
and we need your help. We are
documenting through  stories and
pictures, how Diveheart dramatically
changes peoples’ lives...our divers, their
friends and family members and our
volunteers.  Please consider sharing
your Diveheart experiences. If you'd
like to write your own recollections,
please do so. If you don't feel
comfortable writing but are willing to
share your thoughts, Wendy Foster who
does some writing for Diveheart would
love to help. Your stories are the
legacies from which we’ll build this book
and hopefully open the world of scuba
diving to even more individuals around
the world. For questions or assistance
please call Diveheart, or contact Wendy
at 630-290-9237. \?

Diveheart's

Golf Quting
Sept. 24, 2010

veheart

Upcoming Events
(Cntrl and click at dates for further
information)
Volunteer Committee Meeting:
First Wednesday of every month

Volunteer Orientation: second Monday
and fourth Saturday of every month

Jim Haigh Memorial Dive: July 25

Open Discover Scuba Program: July
27 and August 17

Shriners Life-Changing Scuba Trip to
Florida Keys: July 31-August 6

Disabled Dive Training in Napa:
August 11-15

Diveheart Summer Picnic: August 15

For more events and further
information, visit:
www.diveheart.org

Shap&ﬁ’."lage.com
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