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Note from the
President

Jim Elliott

Dear Friends of Diveheart:

We are in the midst of many exciting
things which are happening for
Diveheart. At the top of the list, is the
progress that we’re making with our
plans for a Diveheart facility. Right now
we are in the process of reaching out to
our medical advisory team, seeking their
input. Additionally, we have committed
to building a facility that is as “green” as
possible!  Our next step will be a
preliminary meeting with our architects.
As we reach this point in our facility
plan, we are hoping to identify
professional fundraisers as their help will
be integral to making this dream a
reality. Please contact me if you know
anyone who might be able to help in this
capacity.

And speaking of dreams becoming
realities...we are starting on the
development of two Diveheart books. A
publisher, who is fascinated with our
mission, has committed to helping us.
One will be an adaptive scuba
instructional manual that is presently
being compiled by some of our own
expert divers. The second, a Book of
Dreams, will share the story of
Diveheart. You—our Diveheart friends,
divers, instructors, volunteers—could all
be a part of this book! (see story on

page 3).

We have just returned from a really
exciting adventure. Greg Rodriguez, a
Marine veteran who sustained a
traumatic brain injury, has become an
avid diver and an amazing ambassador
for Diveheart. He and | traveled early
this month to the Georgia Aquarium, the
world’s largest aquarium, to dive with
whale sharks.

(continued on next page)
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A Difference Sense
of Scuba

She’s never seen the vivid colors,
amazing animals or beautiful coral reefs
of the underwater world, and yet her
sense of adventure while scuba diving is
not in the least bit diminished. Ericka
Remington of Jacksonville, lllinois is
blind and deaf. Her boyfriend, Rick
Olson, a veteran who lost his vision
several years ago, is an avid participant
of Diveheart Military Wounded. Last
year, Rick encouraged Ericka to give
scuba a try and it has subsequently
become a hobby that she loves. “People
are surprised and impressed and think
it's awesome” that | scuba dive she
wrote.

Ericka and Rick both traveled with
Diveheart to Cozumel late last year. In
order to provide safe and fulfilling scuba
opportunities  for Ericka, Diveheart
implemented a revolutionary training
protocol and technique. While diving,
Jim Hart, a Divemaster who sponsored
Ericka’s trip, and Rick both wore full face
masks so they could talk back and forth.
Jim would talk to Rick who was holding
Ericka’s hand; Rick in turn would
tactically sign what Jim was telling him,
to Ericka. Jim who is also an
oceanographer brought animals and
plants for Ericka to explore using her
hands rather than her vision ‘I touched
an anemone and played with a baby
starfish and a baby crab,” she wrote.
(continued on next page)
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(Note from the president continued from
page 1)

Veterans Airlift Command, a group of
pilots that provide free transportation to
veterans, flew us there and back. We
are now hoping to make this same
experience available to many other
veterans with disabilities. Upon our
return, Greg told me, “Each time | dive
with Diveheart. | find another piece of
myself.”

Marine vet Greg Rodriguez (left) salutes
spectators as he dives at the Georgia
Aquarium in Atlanta.

flew Jim and Greg to Atlanta to scuba dive
in the Georgia Aquarium

Diveheart is planning a trip for individ-
uals of any ability to Bonaire on October
23-30. This is ranked as the finest diving
and scuba destination in the Caribbean.
Please let us know if you're interested in
joining us on what will be an amazing
trip.

Please continue to help us spread the
word about Diveheart's vision and
mission! And as always, we are
sincerely grateful for your continued
friendship and support!

Jim Elliott

Founder and president of Diveheart
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(Ericka Remington continued from

page 1)

“l touched animals and plants that I've
never seen or touched before in my life.”

Ericka, who is planning to study at the
Helen Keller National Center this
summer wrote, “| would like to thank my
man Rick Olson” for the introduction to
and assistance with scuba diving. “It's
the best thing I've ever done,” she
wrote, saying that scuba diving is a “big
adventure.” \?

Nominations
Sought

Diveheart is seeking nominations for
inductees to the Hall of Fame for Divers
with Disabilities. The mission of the Hall
of Fame is to recognize and salute
individuals both disabled and able-
bodied who have displayed an
exceptional commitment to the support,
promotion and furtherance of scuba
diving for children, adults and veterans
with disabilities. The inaugural inductees
announced at the Hall of Fame’s
inception in 2009 were Jacques
Cousteau, Jim Gatacre, Matt Johnston
and Cody Unser. The Hall of Fame is a
not-for-profit entity operating under the
umbrella organization Diveheart.

“We want to honor and recognize all of
the contributions that people have made
to open up the world of scuba diving to
people with disabilities,” said Bill
Bogdan, president of the Hall of Fame
for Divers with Disabilities (see related
story on page 3).

“Their impact is tremendous as they
help to change peoples’ lives,” said Jim
Elliott, president and founder of

Diveheart. “We are hoping that people
will take a moment to nominate the
individuals they know, who are
deserving of this honor.” 2010 inductees
will be announced at the 2010 DEMA
Convention in November.

The premise of the Hall of Fame is two-
fold said Bill. The membership-driven
organization is seeking to increase its
member base. One-hundred percent of
the funds raised through membership
are used to promote scholarships for
individuals with disabilities seeking to
pursue education for a career relating to
scuba diving, including oceanography,
marine biology, coral reef restoration,
and other related fields. “Memberships
are a great investment in the future of
scuba diving for individuals with
disabilities,” said Jim.

Information, nomination forms and
membership enrollment for the Hall of
Fame for Divers with Disabilities t can
be found at www.diveheart..org N

Diver Matt Johnston is an inductee in the Hall of
Fame for Divers with Disabilities as well as the
inspiration for the Diveheart/Matt Johnston
Underwater Ventilator Project.

Diveheart/Matt
Johnston Underwater
Ventilator Project

At a recent Diveheart Adaptive Dive
Training, Giles Fabris sat up and took
notice...and then wrote a check. Jim
Elliott was talking about Matt Johnston,
a Diveheart friend and inductee into the
Hall of Fame for Divers with Disabilities.
Matt who is quadriplegic, is the only
known ventilator-dependent diver in the
world. Jim mentioned that a prototype
has been developed by North-
(continued on page 3)
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(Underwater Ventilator
continued from page 2)

western University engineering students
for a device that would permit Matt and
other divers dependent on ventilators, to
descend to greater depths in the water.
The obstacle is lack of funding of
$20,000 required to develop a working
prototype.

Project story

Changing Lives One Dive at a Time

The following is a copy of an email and photo that Jim Elliott received from a dive
instructor that he trained. This is a perfect example of how Diveheart dramatically
changes peoples’ lives!

Giles Fabris, who is a British National
Skydiving Champion and a record
holder in the Guinness Book of World
Records, has traveled around the world
training skydivers and instructors. Giles
sustained a spinal injury in a car
accident several years ago. Since that
time he has greatly appreciated the
benefits he achieves from scuba diving.

Upon hearing about Matt and the
existence of the prototype, Giles wrote a
check for $2000 to help fund the
development of what we’re calling the
Diveheart/Matt Johnston Underwater
Ventilator Project. Giles then committed
to helping to raise the remainder of the
funds needed to complete development
of the product.

Hey Jim: It’s Eric Billips originally from Aquatic Adventures of MI, now down in
Islamorada, FL with Key Dives. Just a quick note and some pics of a dive outing | had
last week.

“Giles is a world class skydiver who is
stepping up to the plate to make a
dream come true for people who are
dependent on ventilators,” said Jim.

Dan Drew had an accident 4 years ago that left him a paraplegic. He was diver before
the accident and never thought he would be able to dive again. He happened to be
staying at a resort next to my shop and came in to smell the gear and dream of his past
diving days. | immediately convinced him that his diving days were about to begin
again! He nervously signed up for a trip and off we went. The dive was amazing, eels,
turtles, sharks... a perfect day. When we returned to the dock his wife was anxiously
waiting. Dan’s smile could be seen from a % mile away so her worries were soon

over. He had such a good time he signed up for another trip the following day.

For further information or to make a
donation for the Diveheart/Matt
Johnston Underwater Ventilator Project,
contact the Diveheart office at 630-964-
1983. \?

When we finally parted all of us were in tears and his wife pulled me aside and told me
that I had changed Dan’s life. She hasn’t seen his spirits so high since his accident. |
wanted to thank you and Diveheart for allowing me the chance to change people’s
lives.

As we are advancing in the
process of developing a
Diveheart facility, we will be
seeking the services of a
professional fundraiser. Please
let us know if you know and/or
have worked with any

Keep up the good work!!

Eric Billips, Key Dives

Diveheart Training

successful professional

fundraisers who might share
Diveheart’s vision.

9

“It's really exciting to see how Diveheart
training techniques have revolutionized
adaptive scuba for people with
disabilities. As we continue to develop
new adaptive scuba techniques and
procedures we’ll continue to lead the
industry into a new generation...a
generation that's going to make scuba
accessible to people of all disabilities,”
said Jim Elliott, president and founder of
Diveheart. A case in point, Jim said, is
the training just completed at Camp
Pendleton with active duty Marines and

Corpsmen. “Some of the technique we
exposed them to, not only made them
able to work with wounded warriors
coming back from Irag and Afghanistan,
but has made them better divers from
open water level to instructor level,” said
Jim.

Training last month was also conducted
in Honduras, San Diego, Kenosha,
Milwaukee and at Naval Station Great
Lakes. Watch our website for news of

upcoming training events. A\ 4
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Spotlight on a
Volunteer: Bill
Bogdan

Name: Bill Bogdan

Diving Experience: Became open-
water certified in 1991

Member of the Board of Directors
of Diveheart

President of the Hall of Fame for
Divers with Disabilities
Profession: Disability Liaison to
lllinois Secretary of State Jesse
White

“As a person with a disability, diving
has been the first environment that |
could be in, where | can leave my
wheelchair behind,” said Bill Bogdan
of the Diveheart Board of Directors.
“Going out on a boat the first time, |
was leaving my wheelchair on the
shore and it became smaller and
smaller and smaller. | don’t need
the wheelchair for those two hours
or so. I'm completely doing
something | enjoy without having a
wheelchair attached.”

Bill was diagnosed with a cancerous
spinal tumor at the age of eight
months. “| have lived my entire life
with a disability,” he said. When he
decided in 1990 that he wanted to
try scuba diving, he said his doctor
“told me | was kind of nuts,” and was
reluctant to sign off on the medical
release. However Bill has become
an avid diver as well as an advocate

for giving other individuals with
disabilities the same opportunity.
“Diving helps people to develop a
more positive attitude about living
life with a disability,” he said.

“'m not heroic. | just want to be me,”
Bill said. “I want to live life to the
fullest and don’t want my disability to
become an obstacle. People
unfortunately let their disability
become their own handicap
preventing them from doing things. |
find it to be quite ironic that I'm
scuba diving. A lot of able-bodied
people don’t scuba dive.” S

Di veheart

of Dreams

Diveheart is building a Book of Dreams
and we need your help. We are
documenting through stories and
pictures, how Diveheart dramatically
changes peoples’ lives...our divers,
their friends and family members and
our volunteers. Please consider sharing
your Diveheart experiences. If you'd
like to write your own recollections,
please do so. If you don’t feel
comfortable writing but are willing to
share your thoughts, Wendy Foster who
does some writing for Diveheart would
love to help. Your stories are the
legacies from which we’ll build this book
and hopefully open the world of scuba
diving to even more individuals around
the world. For questions or assistance
please call Diveheart, or contact Wendy
at 630-290-9237. \?

Newsletter editor: Wendy Foster

fozstock@comcast.net ”
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