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Mike Letch of Australia is helped into his scuba gear by Jim ENiot, left, and Debbie Dudek of the Divebeart Founda-

tion in Downers Grove. Letch is a paraplegic who received a grant through the Winston Charchill Memorial Trust and
s touring the world leaming diving shills.

‘We're all equal underwater’

Paraplegic scuba diver is makmg the most of a grant to travel around the world

By Mike Mitchell

SR WRITER

Even the smallest gifis
can fave a hisge imgact on
a person's fife,

"Tee jirst rediscovered the
e 15 what [ had been
missing from moy lifie,” sasd
Mike Letch, a pa i
diver who finished a scu
instructor’s course recently
with Diveheart Foundation
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Letch, who spent s
Twoairs traiming in the poal
Ot 13 at the Doubletres
Hatel in Downers Grove,
won a travel grant with the
Winston Charchill Memo-
rizl Trust to travel the world
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Letch, of Melbourne,
Australia, said he heard ad-
vertisements for the brust
ol the rli:d.lu- mﬂktd:nﬁ:d 7]

. "It was winning

oltery,” he said. “They
put you through a grueli
nLErview bt I h
bet them that I was a
pasamutf PUTSHL To my
K B, A&m "

. vear-oll  =pent
maost of the weekend practic-
ing scuba technigues under
the gusdance and direction of

Downers Girove recentiy.

Dl"-'ehrurt A nomprofit orga-
nization that educates ph
ﬂjt}llir:‘i] menfally dizs %rﬂ-
people about diving.

Liztch, who wisited Austin,
Texas, last week, said he
chose Diveheart because it
has some of the best meth-

ods and I:chn]qu:s for
plegic divers 'l.w'ﬁ?
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Diveheart founder  Jim
Elliat =aid he was surprised
that the Australian-born div-
er chose the organization as
part of his four.

I mean, we were incred-
ibdy honored,” Elliot said.
“But we've m‘hﬁ:duﬁﬂf
EICE It’snnlntrdydﬂ'hml

for w) ance thev're
in water, Once they are
buoyant, they are very much
like someone else, They have
web gloves, They may nat be
as fast as sAIMmers Lse
they can't lﬁ fins, {llll:l;n in
Mamy WHys ey can oo ust
as msch.”

Debbie Dudel, a Dive-
mumml - gaaid often

are £ven Imore
skilled than divers who have
full use of their body.

“It's mo different teaching
somenne with & disahiliy,
and some of them even have
hetrerﬂlu'l.h Dudek said. “[

l:.nul:llw}r";'eput upmﬂ'nsn
msch, ﬂwﬁran:mmwillmg
to learn.”
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Thiere is a drill m whach Letch
was asked 1o wear a blimdfold

can

while in the water. On Oct. 14,
the visiled the Kanka
kee River for the open waler

drills, spending part of the

dsr:l@ waler,
're all equal underwe
ter,” Elliot azid. “You can tell
that H.lkr mﬁclxhdird_ He
actually joked M, Say-
I.mg' 'Oh, I'm going to have
E{gu back on to land now
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Contact Mike Mitchell at
B 16-5270,



